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Good afternoon. This week, the Committee on Oversight and Reform has been holding a
series of hearings to examine the Trump Administration’s senseless attacks on children through a
system of regulatory actions that touch every corner of the Executive Branch.

Today, as part of that series, the Subcommittee on Environment will examine the Trump
Administration’s efforts to undermine the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards, also known as the
MATS rule, by changing the calculation of the rule’s benefits and concluding that it is no longer
“appropriate and necessary” under the Clean Air Act.

Our goal here today is to examine how the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
efforts to undermine the MATS rule is yet another example of this Administration prioritizing
the profits of corporate polluters over Americans’ health and safety. And, like so many of the
Trump Administration’s rollbacks, this attempt to undermine the existing MATS rule comes with
devastating life and death consequences. I will not mince words here — the EPA’s actions are a
direct attack on the health and welfare of pregnant women, infants, and children.

Coal-fired power plants are among the worst industrial polluters, and the MATS rule
forces older, dirtier power plants to clean up their act. In addition to the billions of tons of
carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted by coal-burning worldwide, these plants also accounted for half of
the total man-made emissions of mercury in America — and more than half of all arsenic,
hydrochloric acid, hydrogen fluoride, and selenium emissions. Once the MATS rule was
implemented in 2012, the owners of the worst emitting power plants had to make a decision —
either shut down or install pollution control equipment, such as scrubbers and large filters called
“baghouses.” As a result, mercury pollution alone has decreased by 80% since the rule’s
implementation. In fact, when the EPA updated the rule in 2015, following a Supreme Court
ruling that rejected an attempt to weaken the rule, the agency found that these safeguards helped
prevent as many as 11,000 premature deaths each year.









